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1 . [Withdrawn] A method for processing a deposit by a depositor of one or more 
original checks and deposit information at a remote location, said remote location being 
capable of interfacing witjh a financial institution, said method comprising the steps of; 

obtaining at said remote location deposit account information from the deposit 
information, and electronic check data and original check image data from each of the 
one or more checks; j 

electronically exchanging said check data with said financial institution and 
obtaining an accuracy confirmation of said deposit account information from the 
financial institution based! upon account information associated with the depositor; and 

upon the deposit 1 ; account information being verified as accurate, endorsing 
and/or voiding the one or more original checks, and creating at the remote location 

second image data of the one or more original checks that have been endorsed and/or 

t 

voided; and \ 

sending the second images and said deposit account information to said 

financial institution, j 

i 

i 

2. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said obtaining step 
comprises the steps of: 

a) scanning said one or more original checks to create image data, said image 
data representing an electronic image of each of said one or more checks; and 

b) reading said image data to create informational data from said image data to 
aid in electronic processing of said deposited check. 

i 

r 

3- [Withdrawn] The imethod as recited in claim 2, wherein said obtaining step 

further comprises the step of: 

t 

a) reading at least a portion of said one or more original checks to determine 

additional informational data stored in a Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICFO 

r 

line. [ 

i 
i 

■■ 

4. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein said electronically 
xchanging said check data step comprises th st p of: 
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a) sending: said check data from said non-financial institution location to 
said financial institution over an electronic channel; 

b) said financial institution verifying said check data with account 
records accessible by said financial institution; 

c) when said check data conforms to said account records, said financial 
institution confirming said check data to said remote location; and 

d) said non-financial institution location processing said check data into 

i 

processed check data in response to said confirming step. 

5. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said endorsing and/or 
voiding step comprises the step of: 

receiving endorsement and/or voiding information. 

6. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 5, wherein said remote location 

processing said check data into processed check data step comprises the steps of: 

i 

a) endorsing said check using said endorsement information; and 

b) voiding tsaid check using said voiding information, said endorsing and 
voiding steps creating a processed check. 

7. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 5, wherein said endorsing and/or 
voiding steps are further comprised of the step of: 

a) printing said endorsement and/or voiding information on said check. 

8. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 4, further comprising the step of: 
a) following said processing said check data into processed check data 

step, said remote location secondly converting said processed check data into 
electronic processed check data. 

9. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 8, wherein said secondly 
converting step comprises the steps of: 

a) scanning said processed check to create image data, said image data 
representing an electronic! image of said processed check; and 

b) reading said image data to create informational data from said image 
data to aid in electronic proc sslng of said depositing of said check. 

! -3- 

002.1000913.2 1 

PAGE 4138 * RCVD AT 11/20/2003 11:40:33 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 1 DNIS:8729326 * CSID: ' DURATION (mm-ss):10-02 



11/20/2003 11:42 FAX 



@1 005 



BEST AVAILABLE COPy Attv " Dkt No " 057898 01 02 



10. [Withdrawn] The method as recited in claim 9, further comprising the steps of: 

a) secondly electronically exchanging said processed check data with 
said financial institution. 

11 . [Withdrawn] The friethod as recited in claim 10, wherein said secondly 
electronically exchanging .jsaid check data step comprises the step of: 

a) sending: said processed check data from said remote location to said 
financial institution over an electronic channel; 

b) said financial institution verifying said processed check data with 
account records accessible by said financial institution; and 

c) when said processed check data conforms to said account records, 
said financial institution secondly confirming said processed check data to said 
remote location. 

12. [Withdrawn] The method as recite in claim 1, further comprising the step of: 
a) when said financial institution is not the maker bank of said check, sending 

one of said original check: image data or second image data to said maker bank for 
clearing said check. 

13. [Withdrawn} The method as recited in claim 12, wherein said sending said 
processed check data to said maker bank for clearing said check step comprises the 
steps of: ; 

a) when said makfer bank is electronic exchange-capable, electronically 
exchanging said processed check data with said maker bank; and 

b) when said maker bank is not electronic exchange-capable, printing a 
facsimile of said check from said processed check data; and forwarding said facsimile 
of said check to said maker bank. 

14. [Withdrawn] A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing a method for processing a check deposited at a location 
remote from a financial institution, said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the st ps of: .; 
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a) converting said check into electronic check data; 

b) electronically exchanging said check data with said financial 
institution; and 

c) said financial institution crediting an account according to said check 

data. 

1 5. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable 
instructions, as recited in -claim 14, wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the step of converting comprises computer-executable instructions for 

performing the steps of: ; 

i 

a) scanning said check to create image data, said image data 

i 

representing an electronic 1 image of said check; and 

b) reading said image data to create informational data from said image 
data to aid in electronic processing of said depositing of said check. 

i 

1 6. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable 

i 

Instructions, as recited in idaim 1 5, wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the step of converting further comprises computer-executable instructions 
for performing the step of; 

a) reading at least a portion of said check to determine additional 

informational data stored in a Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICR) line. 

i 

17. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable 
instructions, as recited in;claim 14, wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing said electronically exchanging said check data step comprises computer- 
executable instructions fo(r performing the step of: 

a) sending said check data from said non-financial institution location to 

J 

said financial institution oyer an electronic channel; 

b) said financial institution verifying said check data with account 

4 

records accessible by said financial institution; 

c) when sajjd check data conforms to said account records, said financial 
institution confirming said! check data to said non-financial institution location; and 
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d) said non-financial institution location processing said check data Into 
processed check data in response to said confirming step. 

18. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable 
instructions, as recited infclaim 17, wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the step of saijd financial institution confirming said check data step 
comprises computer-executable instructions for performing the steps of: 

a) said financial institution acknowledging to said non-financial 
institution location receipt and accuracy of said check data; and 

b) said financial institution sending endorsement and voiding 
information to said non-financial institution location. 

19. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable , 
instructions, as recited iniclaim 18 f wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the step of said non-financial institution location processing said check data 
Into processed check data step comprises computer-executable instructions for 
performing the steps of: 

a) endorsing said check using said endorsement information; and 

b) voiding said check using said voiding information, said endorsing and 
voiding steps creating a processed check. 

i 

20. [Withdrawn] The bomputer-readable medium having computer executable 
instructions, as recited in«c!aim 18, wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the steps of endorsing and voiding are further comprised of computer- 
executable instructions for performing the step of: 

a) printing bn said endorsement and voiding information on said check. 

21 . [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable 
instructions, as recited in!claim 17, wherein said computer-readable medium further 
comprise computer-executable instructions for performing the step of: 

a) following said processing said check data into processed check data 
step, said non-financial institution location secondly converting said processed check 
data into electronic processed check data. 
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22. [Withdrawn] The jcomputer-readable medium having computer executable 
instructions, as recited injclaim 21 , wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the step of sefcondly converting comprises computer-executable instructions 

i 

for performing the steps of: 

a) scanning said processed check to create image data, said image data 
representing an electronic 1 image of said processed check; and 

b) reading said image data to create informational data from said image 
data to aid in electronic processing of said depositing of said check. 

23. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable 

i 

instructions, as recited inrclaim 22, wherein said computer-readable medium further 
comprise computer-executable instructions for performing the steps of: 

a) secondly electronically exchanging said processed check data with 
said financial institution. 

\ 

! 

24. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable 
instructions, as recited inicla/m 23, wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the step of secondly electronically exchanging said check data comprises 
computer-executable instructions for performing the steps of: 

a) sending Ssaid processed check data from said non-financial institution 
location to said financial institution over an electronic channel; 

b) said financial institution verifying said processed check data with 
account records accessible by said financial Institution; and 

c) when sajid processed check data conforms to said account records, 

said financial institution secondly confirming said processed check data to said non- 

! 

financial institution location. 

25. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer executable 
instructions, as recited iniclaim 17, wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the step of crediting said account according to said check data step further 
comprises computer-executable instructions for performing the step of: 

a) when said financial institution is not the maker bank of said check, 
s nding said processed crieck data to said maker bank for clearing said ch ck. 
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26. [Withdrawn] The computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions, as recited in {claim 25, wherein said computer-executable instructions for 
performing the step of seeding said processed check data to said maker bank for 
clearing said check comprises computer-executable instructions for performing the 
steps of: ; 

a) when sajid maker bank is electronic exchange-capable, electronically 
exchanging said processed check data with said maker bank; and when said maker 
bank is not electronic exchange-capable, printing a facsimile of said check from said 
processed check data; and forwarding said facsimile of said check to said maker bank. 

* 

27. [Withdrawn] A system for processing a deposit of a check, said system 
comprising: q 

a) a remote site for converting said check into electronic check data; 

b) a central site electronically accessible to said remote site, said central 
site capable of electronically exchanging said check data with financial institution; and 

c) a maker isite capable of electronically interfacing with said central site 
to obtain said check datajand to credit an account according to said check data 
without having to physically receive the check at said financial institution. 

3 

28. [Withdrawn] The system for processing a deposit of a check, as recited in claim 

27, wherein said remote site further comprises: 

3j 

a) a scanner/reader/printer to receive said check for processing; and 

b) a remote processor electronically and operably coupled to said 
scanner/reader/printer, sa'ed remote processor further comprising computer-executable 
instructions for interacting with said scanner/reader/printer, said computer-executable 
instructions in conjunction with said scanner/reader/printer for performing The steps of: 

i) scanning said check to create image data, said image data 

u 

representing an electronics! image of said check; 

ii) reading said image data to create informational data from said 
image data to aid in electronic processing of said depositing of said check; and 

iii) Sending said check data from said remote site to said central 

* 

ii 

site over an electronic channel. 

: -8- 
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29. {Withdrawn] The (system for processing a deposit of a check, as recited in claim 
27, wherein said central site further comprises: 

a) central site processor further comprising computer-executable 

I 

instructions for performing the steps of: 

b) verifying said check data with account records accessible by said 
central site; and j 

c) when said check data conforms to said account records, said central 
site confirming said check data to remote site including sending endorsement and 
voiding information to sard remote site. 

30. [Withdrawn] The system for processing a deposit of a check, as recited in claim 
29, wherein said remote kite further comprises computer-executable instructions for: 

a) in response to said central site confirming step, processing said check 

data into processed check data including 

? 

b} endorsing said check using said endorsement information; 

c) voiding said check using said voiding information, said endorsing and 
voiding steps creating a processed check; and 

i 

d) secondly converting said processed check into electronic processed 
check data by scanning siaid processed check to create image data, said image data 
representing an electronic image of said processed check and reading said image data 
to create Information al data from said image data to aid in electronic processing of 
said depositing of said check. 

31 . [Withdrawn] The system for processing a deposit of a check as recited in claim 
27, wherein said account; is credited according to said check data without having to 
receive the physical check at the maker site. 

32. [Withdrawn] A method for processing a check deposited at a financial 
institution, said method comprising the steps of: 

a) converting said check into electronic check data; 

b) electronically exchanging said check data with said financial 
institution; and i 
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I 

c) said financial institution crediting an account according to said check 



c 

data. i; 

r 
? 

33. [Withdrawn] A method for processing at a remote site one or more original 
checks deposited at the remote site, comprising the steps of: 

Si 

obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check 
data; \ 

creating an image pf the one or more original checks to obtain original check 
image data; ; 

receiving endorsement and/or voiding authorization from an external site after 

L 

receipt of the one or more checks; 

endorsing and/or yjoiding the original one or more checks to obtain endorsed 
and/or voided checks; , 

creating an image pf the endorsed and/or voided checks to obtain endorsed 

and/or voided check imagjje data; 

it 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data 
and the original check image data and the endorsed check image data; and . 

transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and the original 
check image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or 
indirectly to a maker bank or a print site associated therewith. 

f 

t 

34. [Withdrawn] The Method as defined in claim 33, wherein the endorsing and/or 
voiding step comprises J 

sending the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data, and the original 
check image data to a firsrt processing location; 

receiving a notice from the first processing location that selected errors were 
not found In the electronic deposit data and/or electronic check data; and 

printing said endorsement and/or voiding information on the original check to 
obtain the endorsed check. 

V 

II 

c 

35. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, wherein the transmitting step 

\ 
t 
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3 

comprises transmitting b^th the original check image data and the endorsed and/or 
voided check image data; 

[ . 

36. (Withdrawn] Thejmethod as defined in claim 33, further comprising the step of 
storing at least one of th^ original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided 
check image data on a server accessible from the Internet. 

t 

37. [Withdrawn] The jmethod as defined in claim 33, wherein the receiving 
authorization to endorse and/or void the check includes receiving endorsement 
information to print on the check from a first processing location. 

5 

38. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising: 
determining if endorsement information at the remote site for printing on the 

check is up-to-date; and I 

? 

if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then 
downloading updated endorsement information from a first processing location. 

* 

ll 

39. [Withdrawn] The method as defined in claim 33, further comprising the step of 

r 

comparing an amount of a deposit or an amount of one or more checks against a 

} 

deposit maximum, and providing a rejection notice if the deposit exceeds the deposit 
maximum. ! 

r 
t 

. [ 

40. [Withdrawn] The ipnethod as defined in claim 33, further comprising adding 
control information to the| transmission of the original check image data and/or the 
endorsed and/or voided cfieck image data preparatory to the transmission step. 

u 

L 

3 

I 

41 . (Withdrawn] The jjnethod as defined in claim 33, further comprising the step of 
storing of the original chebk image data at the remote site. 

42. (Withdrawn] The |nethod as defined in claim 33, wherein the step of creating 
an image of the one or more original checks comprises 

scanning each original check; and 

I 

i 

i 

It 

I -11- 
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j 

if the original check is removed before completion of the scanning, then 
designating the electronic! check data associated with the original check image data as 

invalid. > 

tf 
& 

9 

43. [Withdrawn] The jpnethod as defined in claim 33, further comprising 
receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference 

key for an original deposit transaction and a return reason. 

r 
p- 

r 

44. [Withdrawn] The jhnethod as defined in claim 43, further comprising 

c 

sending the return jcheck image data with the reference key directly or indirectly 

to the maker bank for re-(presentment. 

i' 
1 

45. [Withdrawn] The pnethod as defined in claim 33, further comprising determining 

errors in the electronic deposit data or the electronic check data at the remote site and 

I 

obtaining correction of the determined errors at the remote site. 

I 

46. [Withdrawn] The ^nethod as defined in claim 33, further comprising on the 
original check a referencefkey prior to creating endorsed and/or voided check image 

data. j 

i 
k 

I 

47. (Currently Amended) A method for deposit processing at a central site a 

i 

plurality of original checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit 
information, comprising tlpe steps of: 

the central site receiving deposit information including a deposit account 

i 

designation and where a plurality of checks from different third parties are being 

I 

deposited by a single depositor a deposit sum, and electronic check data and original 
check image data for a plurality of checks to be deposited; 

the central site identifying MICR errors and/or image data errors in the electronic 

i 

data received; ; 

if MICR and/or imajge data errors are identified in the electronic data, then the 

f 

central site sending an instruction to the remote site to correct the errors; 

if no errors are identified, the central site sending endorsement and/or voiding 
authorization to th r mote site; 

i 

j -12- 
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the central site receiving endorsed and voided check image data; 

t 

the central site associating the endorsed and voided check image data with the 

; 

original check image data; 

the central site providing the electronic deposit data to an -a main accounting 

I 

function t syst e m for a banjk of first deposit; 

sorting the associated received data; and 

the central site t ransmitting electronic check data and the original check image 
data and/or the endorsed |and voided check image data directly or indirectly to a maker 
bank or a print site associated therewith. 

\ 

P 

48. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 47, further 
comprising the step of j 

sending the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the 

endorsed and voided check image data to a bank of first deposit. 

t 
i 

49. [Previously presented] The method as defined in claim 47, wherein the 
receiving step comprises jj 

receiving electronic deposit data, electronic check data and original check image 

data and/or endorsed and^or voided check image data for a plurality of different deposit 

I 

transactions, the checks "nor each one of the plurality of different deposit transactions 
to be deposited at a different bank of first deposit; and 

sending each one of a plurality of the different deposit transactions to a 

i 

respective different bank of first deposit. 

£ 

I 

50. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising at 

i 

the remote site: | 

reading said original check image data to create image information data; and 

s 

comparing the imajge information data to the electronic check data. 



I 

51.. [Previously presented] The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
the step of storing at leasjt one of the original check image data and the endorsed 
and/or voided check imaqje data on a server accessible from the Internet. 
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52. (Previously pres nted) The method as defined in claim 47 , further 

f 

comprising the steps of: £ 

determining if the jfnaker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 

if it does, sending jjcheck image data to a print site for printing and sending 

directly or indirectly to the maker bank; and 

! 

if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker 
bank. t 



53. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 47, further 

E 

comprising the steps of: 5 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 

if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data and 

I 

forwarding directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank; and 

if not, sending thejcheck image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 



54. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 47, wherein if the 
original check image datajjis inaccurate or unreadable, then sending the instruction to 
the remote site to correct| without first storing at the central site the original check 
image data having the errbr; and 

receiving corrected original check image data and/or corrected endorsed check 
image data. jj 

! 

ii 

55. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 47, further 

comprising after receiving! the endorsed and voided check image data, sending an 

I 

electronic notification to the remote site that a deposit is complete. 

c 

i 

56. [Previously presented] The method as defined in claim 47, further comprising 

I 

formatting the electronic check data and the original check image data for processing 
in an accounting system of the bank of first deposit. 

57. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 47, further 
comprising the step of determining rf a bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the 



original check; and 



-14- 



OOZ 100091 3.2 jj 

i. 

PAGE 1508 * RCVD AT 11/20/2003 1 1:40:33 AM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 • DNIS:8729326 1 CSID: » DURATION (mm-ss):10-02 



11/20/2003 11:45 FAX 



©016 



Copy 



Atty. Diet. No. 057898-0102 



if it is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy 
of the check; 

if the maker bank poes require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of 
n 

the check to be printed; aind 

I 

if the maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the 

I 

check image data to the ijnaker bank. 

i 

58. [Previously presented] The method as defined In claim 47, further comprising 
receiving return chjeck image data for a return check coupled with a reference 
key for an original deposit transaction. 



59. [Previously presented] The method as defined in claim 58, further comprising 

sending the returnjjcheck image data with the reference key directly or indirectly 
to the maker bank for re-presentment. 



60. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 59, further 
comprising j 

determining if a relpresentment of the returned check requires a duplicate hard 
copy of the return check jor if the check data image is acceptable for the re- 
presentment; and i 

if the check image|is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an 
original deposit transaction; and 

sending directly oq indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the 
maker bank. I 

I 

! 

61 . [Withdrawn] A prpgram product for processing at a remote site one or more 
original checks deposited jat the remote site, the program product comprising machine 
readable program code icjr causing a machine to perform the following method steps; 

obtaining electronic) deposit data for the one or more original checks; 
converting data fofr each of the one or more original checks into electronic check 

data; 
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creating an image of the one or more original checks to obtain original check 
image data; 

receiving endorsement and/or voiding authorization from an external site after 
receipt of the one or mors checks; 

endorsing and/or vpiding the original one or more checks to obtain endorsed 
and/or voided checks; i 

creating an image pf the endorsed and/or voided checks to obtain endorsed 
and/or voided check imagje data; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data 
and the original check imgge data and the endorsed check image data; and . 

transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and the original 
check image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or 
indirectly to a maker bank or a print site associated therewith. 

i 

62. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, wherein the 



endorsing and/or voiding ^tep comprises 

sending the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data, and the original 
check image data to a first processing location; 

receiving a notice from the first processing location that selected errors were 
not found in the electronic deposit data and/or electronic check data; and 

printing said endorsement and/or voiding information on the original check to 
obtain the endorsed checfc. 

E 
II 



63. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61 , wherein the 

I 

transmitting step comprises transmitting both the original check image data and the 
endorsed and/or voided cljieck image data. 

64. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising 
the step of storing at leasjt one of the original check image data and the endorsed 
and/or voided check image data on a server accessible from the Internet. 
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65. [Withdrawn] The|program product as defined in claim 61, wherein the receiving 
authorization to endorse and/or void the check step includes receiving endorsement 
information to print on thjb check from a first processing location. 

66. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising 
program code to cause trile machine to perform the following method steps: 

determining if endorsement information at the remote site for printing on the 
check is up-to-date; and 

if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then 
sending updated endorsement information to the remote site. 

67. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined In claim 61, further comprising 
program code for causingSthe machine to perform the following step of comparing an 
amount of a deposit or an amount of one or more checks against a deposit maximum, 
and providing a rejection ^tice if the deposit exceeds the deposit maximum. 

68. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising 
program code for causinglthe machine to perform the step of adding control 
information to the original] check image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check 
image data preparatory tojjthe transmission step. 

69. [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising 
program code for causinglthe machine to perform the step of storing of the original 
check image data at the rjLmote site. 

[ 

70- [Withdrawn] The program product as defined in claim 61, wherein the step of 
creating an image of the one or more original checks comprises 
scanning each original check; and 

if the original checlj: is removed before completion of the scanning, then 
designating the electronic Icheck data associated with the original check image data as 
invalid. 
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71. [Withdrawn] The 
program code for causing 

receiving return ch[eck 
key for an original deposiii 



urogram product as defined in claim 61, further comprising 
the machine to perform the following method step of 

Image data for a return check coupled with a reference 
transaction and a return reason. 



72. [Withdrawn] The 
program code for causing 
sending the return 
to the maker bank for re-presentment 



irogram product as defined in claim 71, further comprising 
the machine to perform the following method step of 
check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly 



73. [Withdrawn] The 
program code for causing 
errors in the electronic 
obtaining correction of th 



>rograrn product as defined in claim 61, further comprising 
the machine to perform the method step of determining 
deposit data or the electronic check data at the remote site and 
determined errors at the remote site. 



74. [Withdrawn] The 
program code for causing 
check a reference key 



pri6r 



75. (Currently Amendefd) 
central site a plurality of 
deposit information, the 
for causing a machine to 

the central site 
designation and where a 
deposited by a single 
check data and original c 

the central site i 
data received; 

if MICR and/or i 
central site sending an 

if no errors are i 
authorization to the 
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program product as defined in claim 61, further comprising 
the machine to perform the step of printing on the original 
to creating endorsed and/or voided check image data. 



A program product for deposit processing at a 
original checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying 
ram product comprising machine readable program code 
serform the following method steps: 
receiving deposit information including a deposit account 
plurality of checks from different third parties are being 
depositor a deposit sum for the plurality of checks, and electronic 

eck Image data for a plurality of checks to be deposited; 
identifying MICR errors and/or image data errors in the electronic 

majge data errors are identified in the electronic data, then the 



instruction to the 



remote site to correct the errors; 



de Ttified, the central site sending endorsement and/or voiding 



remote site; 
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check image data; 

the central site associating the endorsed and/or voided check image data with 
the original check image data; 

the central site providing the electronic deposit data to an -a main accounting 
function system f or a bank of first deposit; 

sorting the associated received data; and 
the central site t ransmitting electijonic check data and the original check image 



data and/or the endorsed 
maker bank or a print site 



and/or voided check image data directly or indirectly to a 
associated therewith. 



76. (Previously presented) The 
comprising program code 
sending the elects 
endorsed and/or voided check image 



'for causing thct 
c nic check data 



program product as defined in claim 75, further 
machine to perform the step of 
and the original check image data and/or 
to a bank of first deposit. 



data 



The program product as defined in claim 75, 
comprises 

electronic check data and original check image 
or voided check Image data for a plurality of different deposit 
the plurality of different deposit transactions 



77. (Previously presented) 
wherein the receiving stef > 

receiving electronic! deposit data, 
data and/or endorsed and 
transactions, the checks for each one of 
to be deposited at a different bank of first deposit; and 

sending each one 
respective different bank 



(|)f a plurality of 
)f first deposit 



the different deposit transactions to a 



78. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further 
comprising program code [for causing the machine to perform the following method 
steps at the remote site 

reading said original check image 

comparing the imaije information 



79. (Previously presen 
comprising program code 



rfied) The p 

for causing the 
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least one of the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image 

data on a server accessible from the Internet. 

80. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further 

comprising program code for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 
determining if the ijnaker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 
if it does, sending :heck image data to a print site for printing and sending 

directly or indirectly to the maker bank; and 

if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker 

bank. 



8 1 . (Previously presen' 
comprising program code 
determining if the 
if it does, printing 
directly or indirectly the p 
if not, sending the 



ded) The program product as defined in claim 75, further 
for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 
ijnaker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 
i copy of the check from check Image data and forwarding 
inted check to the maker bank; and 

check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 



82. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, 
wherein if the original ch* ck image and/or the endorsed check image data is inaccurate 
or unreadable, then sending the instruction to the remote site to correct without first 
storing at the central site the original check image data having the error; and 

receiving correctecj check image data and/or corrected endorsed check image 

data. 



83. (Previously presented) 
comprising program code 
the endorsed and/or 
remote site that a deposit 



electronic check data and 



system of the bank of first deposit. 



The program product as defined in claim 75, further 
for causing the machine to perform the step of after receiving 
voided check image data, sending an electronic notification to the 
is complete. 



84. (Previously presented) The program product as defined in claim 75, further 
comprising program code for causing the machine to perform the step of formatting the 

the original check image data for processing in an accounting 



-20- 



002.1000913-2 

PAGE 21/38 ' RCVDAT 11/20/2003 11:40:33 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNIS:8729326 ' CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):10-02 



11/20/2003 11:46 FAX 



©022 



BESjT AVAILABLE CQ.-Y 



Atty. Dkt. No. 057898-0102 



85. (Previously presented) 
comprising program code 
a bank of first deposit is i 

if it is the maker biink 
of the check; 

if the maker bank 
the check to be printed; 

if the maker bank 
check Image data to the 



The program product as defined in claim 75, further 
for causing the machine to perform the step of determining if 
maker bank for the original check; and 
, then determining rf the maker bank requires a hard copy 

oes require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of 
and 



oes not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the 
maker bank. 



86. (Previously presented) 
comprising program code 
receiving return ch 
key for an original deposil; 



87. (Previously presented) 
comprising program code 
sending the return 
to the maker bank for re-presentment 



88. (Previously presented) 
comprising program code 

determining if a re 
copy of the return check 
presentment; and 

if the check image 
original deposit transaction 

sending directly or 
maker bank. 



The program product as defined in claim 75, further 
or causing the machine to perform the step of 
ck image data for a return check coupled with a reference 
transaction. 



The program product as defined in claim 86, further 
Ifor causing the machine to perform the step of 
check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly 



The program product as defined in claim 87, further 
or causing the machine to perform the step of 
^presentment of the returned check requires a duplicate hard 
ir if the check data image is acceptable for the re- 
is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an 
; and 

indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the 



-21 

002.1000913.2 

PAGE 22/38 * RCVD AT 1112012003 11:40:33 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-111 * DNIS:8729326 1 CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):10-02 



11/20/2003 11:47 FAX 



@023 



EST 



LIABLE COPY 



Atty. Dkt. No. 057898-0102 



89. (Withdrawn) A system for processing at a remote site one or more original 
checks deposited at the remote site, comprising: 

a component for obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original 
checks; 

a component for c inverting data for each of the one or more original checks 
into electronic check datafc 

a component for c jeating an image of the one or more original checks to obtain 
original check image data 

a component recei ring endorsement and/or voiding authorization from an 
external site after receipt 3f the one or more checks; 

a component for e idorsing and/or voiding the original one or more checks to 
obtain endorsed and/or vc ided checks; 

a component for c -eating an image of the endorsed and/or voided checks to 
obtain endorsed and/or v< ided check image data; 

a component for electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the 
electronic check data and the original check image data and the endorsed check image 
data; and . 

a transmitter for transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data 
and the original check im«ge data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data 
directly or indirectly to a maker bank or a print site associated therewith. 



90. (Withdrawn) The 
endorsing and/or voiding 
and the original check im4g 
the first processing location 
deposit data and/or electronic 
information on the o rig i nail 



91. (Withdrawn) The 
programmed to transmit 
voided check image data. 



system as defined in claim 89, wherein the component for 
sends the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data, 
e data to a first processing location, receives a notice from 
that selected errors were not found in the electronic 
check data and prints said endorsement and/or voiding 
check to obtain the endorsed check. 



system as defined in claim 89, wherein the transmitter is 
t oth the original check image data and the endorsed and/or 
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92. (Withdrawn) The fystem as defined In claim 89, further comprising a 
component for storing at 
and/or voided check imag 



ast one of the original check image data and the endorsed 
* data on a server accessible from the Internet. 



93- (Withdrawn) The Lystem as defined in claim 89, wherein the component for 



receiving authorization to 
information to print on thi 



endorse and/or void the check receives endorsement 
check from a first processing location. 



94. (Withdrawn) The System as defined In claim 89, further comprising: 

a component for determining if endorsement information at the remote site for 
printing on the check is up-to-date; and 

a component for, if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to- 
date, then downloading updated endorsement information from a first processing 
location. 



system as defined in claim 89, further comprising a 
an amount of a deposit or an amount of one or more checks 
ti, and providing a rejection notice if the deposit exceeds the 



95. (Withdrawn) The 
component for comparing 
against a deposit maximu 
deposit maximum. 

96. (Withdrawn) The [system as defined in claim 89, further comprising a 
component for adding control information to the transmission of the original check 
image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data preparatory to the 
transmission step. 



97. (Withdrawn) The 
component for storing of 



system as defined in claim 89, further comprising a 
the original check image data at the remote site. 



98. (Withdrawn) The 
creating an image of the 
the original check is 
electronic check data 



ass dc 



system as defined in claim 89, wherein the component for 
ne or more original checks scans each original check; and if 
removed before completion of the scanning r then designates the 
iated with the original check image data as invalid. 
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(Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 90, further comprising 
a component for receiving return check image data for a return check coupled 
with a reference key for «n original deposit transaction and a return reason. 
100. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 99, further comprising 

a component for sending the return check image data with the reference key 
directly or indirectly to th 3 maker bank for re-presentment. 



101. (Withdrawn) The 
component for determlni 
data at the remote site 
site. 



ystem as defined in claim 89, further comprising a 
rib errors in the electronic deposit data or the electronic check 
anld obtaining correction of the determined errors at the remote 



102. (Withdrawn) The 
component for printing or 
and/or voided check image 



system as defined in claim 89, further comprising a 
the original check a reference key prior to creating endorsed 
data. 



103. (Currently Amended) A system for deposit processing at a central site a 

plurality of checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, 
comprising: 

a component at thb central site for receiving deposit information including a 



>n and where a plurality of checks from different third parties 
ingle depositor a deposit sum for the plurality of checks, and 
original check image data for a plurality of checks to be 



deposit account designati 
are being deposited by a 
electronic check data and 
deposited; 

a component at thk central site f or Identifying MICR errors and/or image data 



errors in the electronic da 



a component at th ? central site for. If MICR and/or image data errors are 



identified in the electronic) data, then sending an instruction to the remote site to 
correct the errors; 

a component at thfe central site f or, if no errors are identified, sending 



a received; 



endorsement and/or voidiiig authorization to the remote site; 

a component at thp central site f or receiving endorsed and/or voided check 
image data; 
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a component at th 



3 central site f or associating the endorsed and/or voided 



check image data with th« 
a component at th 



main accounting function 



a component for 
a component at 



systom f or a bank of first deposit; 
sorting the associated received data; and 

central site f or transmitting electronic check data and the 



th<3 



original check image data 
or indirectly to a maker b; 



1 04. (Previously present ed) The system as defined In claim 1 03, further 
comprising 

a component for sending the check image data to a bank of first deposit. 



isented) 



105. (Previously pre 
component for receiving 
original check image data 
plurality of different 
different deposits to be 
component for sending 
transactions to a respective 



the 



107. (Previously presenijjed) 
comprising the a component 
and the endorsed and/or 
Internet. 
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original check image data; 

central site f or providing the electronic deposit data to af*-a 



and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data directly 
nk or a print site associated therewith. 



The system as defined in claim 1 03, wherein the 
receives electronic deposit data, electronic check data and 
and/or endorsed and/or voided check image data for a 
deposit transactions, the checks for each one of the plurality of 
deposited at a different bank of first deposit; and includes a 
checks for each one of a plurality of the different deposit 
different bank of first deposit. 



106. (Previously presempd) The system as defined in claim 103, further 
comprising: 

a component for reading said original check image data to create image 
information data; and 

a component for comparing the image information data to the electronic check 

data. 



The system as defined in claim 103, further 
for storing at least one of the original check image data 
folded check image data on a server accessible from the 
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ed) 



The system as defined in claim 1 03, further 



determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the 
the check image data to a print site for printing and 
to the maker bank, and if it does not, sending the check 
rectly to the maker bank. 



109. (Previously presenjjed) The system as defined in claim 103, further 
comprising: 

a component for determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the 
check, if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data and 
forwarding directly or indiirectly the printed check to the maker bank, and if not, 



sending the check image 



data directly or indirectly to the maker bank* 



110. (Previously presem 
original check image data 
.unreadable, then sending 
storing at the central site 

a component for 
endorsed check Image da 



111. (Previously presem ed) 



comprising a component 



ed) The system as defined in claim 103, wherein if the 
and/or the endorsed check image data is inaccurate or 
the instruction to the remote site to correct without first 
the original check Image data having the error; and , 
receiving corrected original check image data and/or corrected 
a> 



The system as defined in claim 103, further 



data, sending an electronic: notification to the remote site that a deposit is complete. 



1 1 2. (Previously presented) 
comprising a component fio 
image data for processing 



or, after receiving the endorsed and/or voided check image 



lor 



113, {Previously presented) 
comprising a component 
the original check; and if 
requires a hard copy of 



the 
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The system as defined in claim 103, further 
r formatting the electronic check data and the original check 
in an accounting system of the bank of first deposit. 



The system as defined in claim 103, further 
determining if a bank of first deposit is a maker bank for 
is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank 
check; if the maker bank do s require a hard copy of the 
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check, then causing a copy of the check to be printed; and if the maker bank does not 
require a hard copy of th»4 check, then sending the check image data to the maker 
bank. 



1 1 4. (Previously presemfed) 
comprising 

a component for 
with a reference key for 



ah 



115- (Previously presented) 
comprising 

a component for s&nd 
directly or indirectly to th£ 



The system as defined in claim 103, further 



receiving return check image data for a return check coupled 
original deposit transaction. 



116. (Previously presemed) The system as defined in claim 115, further 



comprising 

a component for 
a duplicate hard copy of 
the re-presentment; and 
associated with an original 
check image data and the 



The system as defined in claim 114, further 



ing the return check image data with the reference key 
maker bank for re-presentment. 



cetermining if a re-presentment of the returned check requires 
the return check or if the check data image is acceptable for 
if the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key 
deposit transaction and sending directly or indirectly the 
reference key to the maker bank. 



117. (Withdrawn) A pDgram product for processing a deposit by a depositor of one 
or more original checks and deposit information at a remote location, said remote 
location being capable of interfacing with a financial institution, said program product 
comprising machine reac able program code for causing a machine to perform the 
following method steps o : : 

obtaining at said remote location deposit account information from the deposit 
information, and electronic check data and original check image data from each of the 
one or more checks; 

electronically exchanging said check data with said financial institution and 
obtaining an accuracy confirmation of said deposit account information from the 
financial institution based upon account information associated with the depositor; 
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account information being verified as accurate, endorsing 
more original checks, and creating at the remote location 
one or more original checks that have been endorsed and/or 



upon the deposit 
and/or voiding the one (Jr 
second image data of the 
voided; and 

sending the second images and said deposit account information to said 
financial institution. 



ihe 



118. (Withdrawn) A 
original checks and deposit 
capable of interfacing wit i 

a remote process □ 
information from the 
image data from each of 

a communications 
said financial institution; 

a financial institut 
information at the financi 
the depositor; 

the remote 
accurate, endorsing and/ojr 
remote location second 
endorsed and/or voided; 

the remote 
information to be sent to 



119. (Previously presen 
comprising a system with 
performed at each of tha 
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syflstem for processing a deposit by a depositor of one or more 
information at a remote location, said remote location being 
a financial Institution, comprising: 

r for obtaining at said remote location deposit account 
deposit information, and electronic check data and original check 
one or more checks; 
system for electronically exchanging said check data with 



on processor for verifying accuracy of said deposit account 
i! institution based upon account information associated with 

processor, upon the deposit account information being verified as 
voiding the one or more original checks, and creating at the 
irjnage data of the one or more original checks that have been 

and 

processor causing the second images and said deposit account 
said financial institution. 



ifed) The method as defined in claim 49, further 
a plurality of different remote sites, the following steps being 
plurality of remote sites; 



obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original checks; 



converting data for 



data; 
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each of the one or more original checks into electronic check 
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creating an image p f the one or more original checks to obtain original check 
image data; 



receiving 
receipt of the one or more 



Big 
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endorsement and/or voiding authorization from an external site after 
checks; 



endorsing and voiding the original one or more checks to obtain endorsed and 
voided checks; 

creating an image the endorsed and voided checks to obtain endorsed and 
voided check image data; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data 
and the original check inruge data and the endorsed and voided check image data; and 

transmitting the ele ctronically associated electronic check data and the original 
check image data and/or The endorsed and voided check image to the central site. 



1 20. (Previously presentjbd) 
transmitting to the centra 
image data and the 



The method as defined in claim 119, wherein the 
site step comprises transmitting both the original check 
endorsed and/or voided check image data. 



121. (Previously presenljjed) 
comprising: 

determining if endorsement 
on the check is up-to-date} 

if the endorsement 
downloading updated end 



The method as defined in claim 119, further 



information at one of the remote sites for printing 

; and 

information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then 
orsement information from the central site. 



122. (Previously presented) 
comprising the step of comparing 
checks against a deposit 
exceeds the deposit max 



The method as defined in claim 119, further 
an amount of a deposit or an amount of one or more 
maximum, and providing a rejection notice if the deposit 
m. 



i ngr 
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1 23. (Previously presen 
comprising 

receiving return check im£g 
an original deposit transaction 
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ed) Th m thod as defined in claim 119, further 



e data for a return check coupled with a reference key for 
and a return reason. 



124. (Previously presen ed) The program product as defined in claim 77, 
comprising program code at a plurality of different remote sites for causing when 
executed a machine at th s respective remote site to perform the following method 
steps: 

obtaining electronilb deposit data for the one or more original checks; 
converting data fo each of the one or more original checks into electronic check 

data; 

creating an image |bf the one or more original check to obtain original check 

* 

image data; 

receiving endorsement and/or voiding authorization from an external site after 
receipt of the one or mort checks; 

endorsing and/or voiding the original one jor more checks to obtain endorsed 
and/or voided checks; 

creating an image jbf the endorsed and/or voided checks to obtain endorsed 
and/or voided check imags data; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data 
and the original check imsige data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

and 

transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and the original 
check image data and/or 1 he endorsed and/or voided check image to the central site. 



1 25. (Previously presented) 
wherein the transmitting 
original check image data 



126, (Previously presenl||ed) 
further comprising program 
method steps: 



The program product as defined in claim 1 24, 
the central site step comprises transmitting both the 
and the endorsed and/or voided check image data. 



10 



The program product as defined in claim 124, 
code to cause the machine to perform the following 
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determining if end 
on the check is up-to-dat 

if the endorsement 
then sending updated em 



127. (Previously presen 
further comprising prografn 
of comparing an amount 
deposit maximum, and pr 
maximum. 



MAILABLE copy 
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rsement information at one of the remote sites for printing 
; and 

information at the one of the remote sites is not up-to-date, 
brsement information to that remote site. 



led) The program product as defined in claim 124, 

code for causing a machine to perform the following step 
<8»f a deposit or an amount of one or more checks against a 
viding a rejection notice of the deposit exceeds the deposit 



128. (Previously presen 
further comprising prograjjn 
method step of receiving 
reference key for an origi 



igirjal 



d) The program product as defined in claim 124, 
code for causing the machine to perform the following 
eturn check image data for a return check coupled with a 
deposit transaction and a return reason. 



1 29. (Previously presenljled) 
comprising a subsystem 
each of the plurality of 



eft 



The system as defined in claim 105, further 
a plurality of different remote sites, with the subsystem at 
refriote sites comprising: 



a component for obtaining electronic deposit data for the one or more original 
checks; 

a component for converting data for each of the one or more original checks 
into electronic check data[ 

a component for cheating an image of the one or more original checks to obtain 
original check image data; 



a component for 
external site after receipt 



a component for ejjidorsi 
obtain endorsed and/or vqided 



receiving endorsement and/or voiding authorization from an 
i>f the one or more checks; 



ing and/or voiding the original one or more checks to 
checks; 
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a component for c eating an image of the endorsed end/or voided checks to 
obtain endorsed and/or voided check image data; 



a component for e 
electronic check data and 
voided check image data; 
a transmitter for 
the original check image 
the central site. 



ectronically associating the electronic deposit data, the 
the original check image data and the endorsed and/or 
and 

transmitting the electronically associated electronic check data and 
data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data to 



130. (Previously presen 
transmitter for transmitting 
original check image data 



131. (Previously presen 
comprising: 

a component for 
sites for printing on the 

a component for, 
is not up-to-date, then d 
site. 



132. (Previously presented) 
comprising a component 
more checks against a 
exceeds the deposit maximum 



133, (Previously presented) 
comprising 

a component for receiving 
reference key for an or 



ed) The system as defined in claim 1 29, wherein the 

to the central site is programmed to transmit both the 
and the endorsed and/or voided check image data. 



ed) The system as defined in claim 1 29, further 

d etermining if endorsement information at one of the remote 
dneck is up-to-date; and 
f the endorsement information at the one of the remote sites 
nloading updated endorsement information from the central 



The system as defined in claim 1 29, further 
For comparing an amount of a deposit or an amount of one or 
d€ posit maximum, and providing a rejection notice if the deposit 



The system as defined in claim 1 29, further 



igiial 



return check image data for a return check coupled with a 
deposit transaction and a return reason. 
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1 34. (Previously presen 
comprising a component 
used to add an endorsem 

135. (Previously presen 
comprising sending endor 
endorsement. 

1 36. (Previously presen 
comprising program code 
used to add an endorsem 



Bl 034 



Atty. Dkt, No. 057898-0102 



ed) The syst m as defined In claim 103, further 

: or sending endorsement information to the remote site to be 

5nt. 

ed) The method as defined in claim 47, further 
sement information to the remote site to be used to add an 



ed) The program product as defined in claim 75, further 
for sending endorsement Information to the remote site to be 
nt. 



1 37. (Previously presen e 
component for transmitting 
or indirectly to the maker 
original check image data 
indirectly to the maker bahk 



1 38. (Previously presented) 
step of transmitting the e 
indirectly to the maker bath 
original check image data 
indirectly to the maker ba]hk 



139. (Previously presented) 
wherein the step of transm 
directly or indirectly to thp 
both the original check irrtag 
directly or indirectly to this 



d) The system as defined in claim 103, wherein the 
the electronic check data and the check image data directly 
bank or a print site associated therewith transmits both the 
and the endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or 
or a print site associated therewith. 



The method as defined in claim 47, wherein the 
ectronic check data and the check image data directly or 
k or a print site associated therewith transmits both the 
and the endorsed and voided check image data directJy or 
or a print site associated therewith. 



The program product as defined in claim 75, 
irting the electronic check data and the check image data 
maker bank or a print site associated therewith transmits 
e data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data 
maker bank or a print site associated therewith. 
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